
 

 

Ashley Mitchell 

LDEI Boston Conference 2014 

Ladies, I am simply delighted to have participated in the 2014 LDEI Annual Conference held at 

the Royal Sonesta Hotel Boston. The theme of the conference, ‘The Best Begins in Boston’, and 

the thread by which the theme was woven – Boston ‘Firsts’ – were serendipitous for me as this 

was my very first Dames Conference and my first trip to Boston. This adventure left me with a 

desire to encourage all members to attend at least one conference; heck, even every conference. 

Go big or go home, right?!? 

Water taxis, tea cocktails before noon and a Halloween party with a view! Though Boston itself 

was fun and full of history and the conference sessions were educational and exciting, my 

favorite experience at the conference was attending the LDEI Council of Delegates Meeting.  

This was my first in depth look at the internal workings of LDEI and I learned so much including 

how our budget supports our organization and its mission, how the voting process works, how 

future conferences are planned and how important our partners’ support is to the success of our 

organization on an ongoing basis. It’s incredible to learn how much work is being done on behalf 

of the entire group by a small board and a handful of committees and this really drove home for 

me how easy success is if every member contributes a little something – time, effort or money – 

throughout the year. If you’d like to have a better understanding of Les Dames d’Escoffier 

International and what we are accomplishing as a group, I highly recommend you attend the 

Council of Delegates Meeting!  

Overall, the conference lived up to its stellar reputation - an experience that illustrates the true 

depth of our international membership and the power of concerted collaboration in a convivial 

setting. I have been and continue to be so grateful for being a part of Les Dames d’Escoffier 

International Atlanta Chapter. Thanks, ladies, for this incredible opportunity... I’ll see y’all in 

Charleston! 

 

 

 


