
 

April 23, 2018 
To: LDEI Atlanta  
Re: CFM Continuing Education Scholarship, 2018 Georgia Organics Conference & Expo  
 
Dear Les Dames D’Escoffier Atlanta Chapter,  
 
Attending the Georgia Organics Conference this year was a great opportunity to learn from 
experts and engage with my peers working to support good, fair, and sustainable food. While 
the conference is a wonderful educational experience, it is also has a significant networking 
component. It was great to see folks from around the state- catch up, build new relationships, 
and share best practices from our individual and organizational work within the sustainable food 
movement.  
 
On Friday I had a full day of learning from experts such as Debbie Dangerfield and Susan Shaw 
about QuickBooks for farmers and non-profits followed by a combo farm visit to Browns Place 
and White Hills Farm. One of my favorite aspects of my position with CFM is farm visits, I love 
learning from the growers, seeing their individual operations, and hearing personal stories. On 
the second day of the conference, I took the opportunity to attend sessions that were both 
related to my work and that were of personal interest. Highlights from Saturday included a 
session lead by Celia Barss and Nikki Selbert Kelley on employee retention that focused on 
providing attendees with an overview of tools and techniques for farmers and managers to find 
and retain on- farm labor. My favorite session of the weekend was lead by David Shields on the 
Revival of Southern Seeds and Flavors. His vast knowledge as a food historian and 
comprehensive understanding of Southern foodways is beyond impressive, it was incredible to 
hear about the work he is doing with farmers, nonprofits, chefs, and univitesties to revive some 
of the heritage crops and foods of the South.  
 
Our CFM team also attended the young farmer mixer and Farmers Fest where I had the 
opportunity to meet and network with farmers from all around the state and discuss how we as 
an organization and in my position as Director of Operations can better support these growers, 
get more farmers into our current markets, and help them thrive. Year after year, the Georgia 
Conference is a highlight of the conference season. It is inspiring to spend time and learn from 
folks doing amazing work in their communities and for the larger good food movement.  I am 
grateful to LDEI for allowing me the opportunity to attend such a great conference.  
 
With gratitude, 

 
Ashley Dowling  


